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INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT

DUALISM Years 1 and 2

Sees the world as black and white; right 
answers exist for everything, and Authorities
(e.g., instructors) possess those right answers.

“Memorizing worked in high 
school, why not now?”

“Why won’t the teacher 
answer my questions?”

MULTIPLICITY Years 2 and 3

Suggests there are many answers, and anyone 
can be an authority, one’s self included; 
everyone is entitled to their own opinion; all 
opinions, including their own, count equally.

“How can the instructor 
evaluate my work if it’s just a 
matter of OPINION whether 
it’s good or bad.”

COMMITMENT TO RELATIVISM Graduates

Commits to the opinions, ideologies, values, and 
interests with which he or she will identify, 
recognizing that knowledge acquisition and 
integration is an ongoing thing throughout life.

“I am willing to accept this as 
my belief about knowledge 
because at this time it is 
critically-informed.”

RELATIVISM Year 4, Graduates

Recognizes that not all opinions are equal; 
context must be considered to make decisions 
and determine where authority comes from.

“I need more information 
and more than one 
perspective.”

What is knowledge? What is “knowing”?
What are sources of knowledge?

How do we know what we know?
How does context affect what we know (or believe to know)?

Perry W. G. (1970). Forms of intellectual and ethical development in the college years: A scheme. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.
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